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1 gliess the m@@m fﬁ&wmpmem since i’-”?@;;% #4 ig m' |

b9 response | have received regarding Lord William Blackfox's series

"4 “Vixen's Keep”. The response has all been female ranging from
“g| waiting to see more for comment to threatening to cancel sub-
& scription to this newsletter, 1 would ask you to-wait andform your
opinion until after the story has had a chance to establish itself.

U Instead of picking out sterectypes to base your hypothesis on, you =

<1 might find yourself paying attention to the ideas the story istrying
<4l to bring across. To that end | have ;m:iue:i&d two installments c}i"__ g
24 “Vixen's Keep” in FOS #5, : b
d Because of the size of the “Vixeri's me in xhts &ng the:af

Qﬁ"ifﬁi‘ comic series | have been asked to print (“i’:amvm Jowill
b premier in FOS #6.1 donot mind havmg this size of artinthe FOS,
o4t but it would be nice to see the graphics mutwmgh&d %:wy articles. The

I offer of a submitted article in exchange for a free copy of the FOS
the article appears in, still stands. If you have any- questions
regarding this , or anything s &is& a%mut this mw&iettm feel free to

- write me about it

- You may notice that mm& of m@: same pmgﬁ& k&&p
wmmg, and sometime very few new g::mpl& and their articles are
" introduced. There isareason for this, and it'snot favoritism. 1print
- virtually everything I receive and sorne of the submissions | receive
are from individuals interested ‘enough in this newsletter 1o keep
'ﬁi&ndzﬁg me printing material. 1-am very gratefulto these individu-

als and I hope to keep printing things from them. | would very

~ . much like to also print almost anything from any of the readers of

TFOS. | S |
There is another point that may be of interesttothe

readers of this newsletter. [ have received suggestions, some not
50 subtle, to change the format of this newsletter to focus on all

fighters and not just the ladies. 1 hear reasons like “Women fighters
- aren’t any different, and therefore should receive the same as any
" man..” and“Thereisn't a newsletter for just fighters, why don’t you

~change it to that.” The first reason is and isn't true. They should

- receive the same training most men do, in inteénsity, quality and the
- attention to personal detail. But, the factis, a lot of them don't: We
" can be either considered “not serious”, “not strong. m@ugh” and
“fragile”, The same EXCUSES Can go %‘mzf a lot of male fighters.

co ”'f‘m second reason, “There isn't a newsletter just for
- fighters...”, tsn't trize at all. Most Sm:mty mw&iattem at one time
or another wﬁ% include helpful tips on fighting andlmr tmmaﬁg fl}f'
the newsletters ﬁmmf”mﬁy for fighting &m::md@ Havok, Joutnal of
continued Db p%ﬁ e, ———




Master Pavel Josevitch, Calontir

I've commanded the Calontir Army from our Principality
days., We've had both male and femnale fighters in the army from
the beginning. As a commander, the only fighting differences I've
noticed can be much easier explained as a matter of body size and
not of plumbing.

As near as | can tell, Calontir has the largest number of
fernale fighters at 25+. The majority of them, like all fighters , are
war fighters not tourney fighters,

As far as any weakness as fighters, I'm not aware of any
that can be seen in all women fighters. A lot don't have the mass
or strength to hold a scutum shield, Some don't have the speed
or stamina to keep up with the cavalry. The same can be said of
any group of fighters, Body type is a much more useful criteria
than sex in assigning someone a position in my army.

There are 4 basic positions to be filled in the Calontir Army.
They are Primary {or scutumn) shieldmen, Secondary (usually a
standard tourney wankel) shieldmen, artillery {long weapons) and
calvary {crazy bastards who run around a lot, lightly armored).
There is a fifth position, command, but it's intermingled with the.
other positions.

Of the four main positions, none is without its cornplement
of fernale fighters. On the primary shield position, stories of brave
fighters of both sexes holding the line for hours are commmon. Sir
Syf of Ansteorra held a shield inthe line at Pennsic for 3 and a haif
hours, solid, Mistress Aeruin has served on the wall many times.
‘Both the honorable Lady Raven and the honorable Lady Ariel have
served in the line and helped to command it. In the scutum wall,
body mass is the most physical attribute; it is not a “must-have”,
but it helps a lot. Will power and pride are the most important
factors in holding the line. These attributes are the same for both
sexes,

The secondary position sees more femnale fighters than
any other, This is because wornen have the majority of the slight
body builds. The secondary shieldman position rewards the
skinny and is painful for the fat (like mel), Inafull dropped scutum
line, the secondaries must crouch half way down while their shields
are over their heads. They must also not take up too much room
from the artillery behind them. In this environment, skinny,
strong-willed people are at a premium. Once again, there are
legends about female fighters doing well on the secondaries. The
first time the wall was set up at Pennsic the entire middle of the
secondaries (5 positions) was female. (They were all above me
and wouldn't leave my hamster alone!)
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